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C that they were wife, that they underſtood this, 


that, they woul confider thetr latter-end ! 
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in CHESTER, The Autber hopes tha: it was not without ſome good effeft, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Following Sermon is with diffidence, ſubmitted to the peru- 
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fal of the ſerious and candid Reader. It was preached in IRE XHAM 


the Lord's-day Fuening that immediately ſucceeded the Dreadful-explofion | 


/ 
! 


4 
k 


Co 


an tha, that heard it; and he has been perſwaded, from the ſame motive, 


. 


* 


to make it publict, earneſtly wiſhing, that it may be ſeriouſly attended to; 


and that ile very awakening Providence, which occaſioned it, may nat be 
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7 - ISAIAH. 26th. gth. VERSE, the latter part. 


ien thy judgments are in the earth, the 
inhabitants of the World will learn Tighteoujnejs. 


** * 
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| | HAT I propoſe from theſe words, 
7 is to offer you a few hints, delivered 
| in the plaineſt Manner, but which 


. may notwithſtanding, be of the great- 
eſt uſe, and inſtruction to each of you. May 
: GOD aſliſt me, and apply the word to your con- 
eru- * ſciences | let us look up to him for Ins bleſſing, 
and fay, every one for himfelf, Lo RD may it not 
be in vain that I hear thy word this evening! 
after ſo many reproafs refuſed by me in former 
times, O! let not fi reproof be loſt upon me! 
7:2, AMEN ! May Goy grant it for the fake of his 
: Son's Kingdom; and for the ſake of your pre- 
tive, cious, and immortal Souls. 
; Upon hearing the text, it will be abvious to 
ut ½ Many of you, what induced me to chuſe ſuch a 
ſubject, for your preſent meditation: It occurr- 
:ed to me, upon hearing of that ay awful dif- 
| alter, which happened in Cheſter, lalt Thurſday 


evening. 


A company of unthinking Creatures were met 
together; for what? Not to ſerve Gop Not to 
Worſhip the Moſt-High----Not to ſeek the Sal va- 
tion of their Souls,----Not to bleſs the Lord, that, 
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A 
on the fifth of November, he ſaved the King and 
Parliament of ENGLAND, from being blown | 
up by Gun-powder, thro' the Malice and cruel- 
ty, of our Popiſh Enemies; they were alas! not 
met together for theſe, or any other good purpo- 
ſes; but (ſad to think of ) were met to ſee a 
Puppet-Show,----to ſport themſelves with Sin, ---- ! 
to laugh at profaneneſs,----to ſerve the Devil; 
when, in the midſt of their diverſion; in the 
midſt of all the Iniquity, ah! what ſudden miſ- 
chief ſeized them! how dreadful the ſhock ! and 


what a number of poor wretches, were by the n 


exploſion, blown up into the air; or cruſhed un-. 
der the ruins, of the houſe that contained them! 
An unlooked-for Stop, was put to all their mirth, 
and many of them, inſtantly left the world. 
How unexpected the tranſition from time to eter- 
nity! they were one minute laughing at the 
Puppet-Show, and the next, about to appear be- 


fore Gov, and anſwer to him, for what they had 


done in the body. 


The particular cauſe of this dreadful calamity, * 
has not yet tranſpired ; it is very difficult, to deter- 
mine upon, and of no importance for me, in a diſ- 
courſe of this nature, to enquire into: Neither do 


I mean to inſinuate any thing, concerningthe pre- 


ſent ſtate, of thoſe that periſhed in the calamity; 
nothing is farther from my thoughts: They have 
palled before God the Judge of all, and I am for- 


bid to conjecture about them. = My buſineſs is 


not with the dead, but with the. living. O that 
{hey may lay it to their hearts! It is no improper 
a Matt. 7. 1. queſtion 


3 


* 


vn | 8 and I beg leave to put it, toeach of you in 


el. | this aſſembly, Which of you, my friends, would 
ot no like to 3 been at this Puppet-Show'; Such 
>o- | wicked diverſions mzny of you have taken plea- 

a | ſure in. With pity, have I ſeen you flocking to 


il; 4Gun-powder blew up the houle, and the people 
he therein? How would you like to have ſhared in 

the diſtreſs? What if while you * were view- 
id ing this impious Show, ſome awful diſaſter 
he had happened to you, as happened in Meter? 
n- What if the houſe had fallen upon you? What 
1! af the devouring flames had ſeized it, and de- 
h, ſtroyed you? Is it a place that a Man would 
d. buſe to die in? Put yourſelves then, in the caſe 
r- f the poor wretches who were blown up, and 
e [k, Had it been you inſtead of them, what 


e / vould have become of you? It you had been 


d ; hus, hurried to another world; in what ſtate 


, ould Death have found you, and whither 
: /ould it have taken you ? 


4 This Brethren is a ſubject, that calls for your 
Aeepeſt, your moſt earneſt attention; and my 
o text delivers it as a general aſſertion, that When 
- the Judgments of GOD are in the earth, 
„ the inhabitants of the World will learn Righte- 
e \{ oufneſs.” That there is very important in- 
-. * F ſtruction, to be learnt from ſuch diſpenſati- 
is ons; that they come not out of the duſt, nei- 
it ther do they ſpring out of the ground; but are 
r #lent with a view, to teach Men a leſſon ex- 
na #ceeding uſeful, for them to learn,” May Gon 
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them; but ſuppoſe you had been there, when the 
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by his Holy-S irit, make the Providence wel 
have been ſpeaking of thus uſeful Without 


entering into the connexion, of the words with 
the context; my deſign in Taeaking from them is, 


— 8 


I. To take notice of /pme of the ways of Pro- 
vidence in the earth, which are properly called 
Judgments; and, TTY 


II. To enquire what inſtruction ſuch diſ. 
penſations do afford us. I fay, | 


I. To mention ſome of the ways of Provi-? 

. dence in the Earth, which are properly termed 
Fudgments; It would be a vam attempt to enu- 
merate them all, what I mean is to remind you 
only of /ome which Scripture, which Reading or 
pur own Obſervation, may have given us infor- 
mation of.----If it be aſked then,“ What is meant 
by ajudgment'? "Tis anſwered, any awful in- 
** ſtance of correction or pumſhment, {ent either 
to reclaim the ſufferers themſelves, or to make, 
* them warnings to others, or for both theſe pur- 
poles”. When great diſtreſs has been brought on 
whole nations, or on particular perſons, for their 
behaviour; when thefe corrections or punſh- * | 
ments, have come in fome very ſudden and un- 
expected manner, at the ſame time perhaps, 
ſtrongly markingthe fault for whichthey were ſent; 
or when the puniſhment is the direct conſe- 
quence of the crime, theſe are, in the ſenſe of the 
text, judgments. I hope I ſhall not be miſ- 
taken, however, by this that every inſtance] 
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with 


doing good to others. Miniſters have i e 
down dead while N and people have 


eir quires great caution in determining, concernin 
ſh. particular caſes, yet (forgive me if I am unchari- 
table, I would not be ſo if I knew it, but) there is 
* ſomething, ſo viſible and alarming, of the foot- 


8 
* ſteps of Providence, in the very melancholy 
ſe. 3 ſcene, we are now diſcourſmg of; a Providence 
he Which ſurpriſed a number of thoughtleſs ſinners, | 
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in the midſt of their ſinful pleaſure ; and ſent ſo 


many of them into Eternity ; that tho'I moſt hear- 


tily ſympathize with the afflicted, I cannot look It 


upon the cauſe of their trouble, in any other light 
than as ſuch an awful warning. 


* The whole was accidental, it will poſſibly. be 


ſaid ; nor do I imagine that it happened from de- 


j 


ſign, or from any ſupernatural cauſe: But I aſk 


what ig an accident © Thoſe things which appear 1 


to us contingent, we call accidental, for this plain 
reaſon, that thro' the ſcantineſs and imperfection of 


our faculties, we are not able to foreſee them; but 
with Gop nothing can be contingent, 5 can 


be accidental. I If it be true, that not a Spar- 
row falleth to the ground without GOD, à ſure 
events of greater conſequence, mult be ſubject to 
his direction, Shall there be evil in a City, and 
the Lord hath not done it? b aſked one Prophet; 
and another anſwers the queſtion, Who 2s he that 
fJaith, and it cometh to paſs when the Lord com- 
mandeth it not 2 © If then it was no accident, but 
under the guidance of a particular Providence, 
what was it? No Man will pronounce it an indi— 


cation of Mercy; and if it was, neither an acci- 
dent, nor a token of Mercy, I beg to know by 


what name I ſhall denominate it. For nothing, 


| was 
Mr Locke confeſsed, that he knew not how to reconcile, the fore- 
knowledge of God, and the interpoſition of his Providence, with hu- 
man liberty reſpecting worldly matters;and yet he had no doubt of the 


Doctrine, Letter to Mr Molyneux ; and Lord Lyitleton on the con- 


per/ion of St. Paul. page 104. 


a Mat. 10. 29. b Amoz. 3. 6. cLam 3. 37. 


* 


of 
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ſo was this terrible de ſolation permitted ? Is there 
r- no voice in it to ſurrounding Spectators? O Ves! 
ok there is a moſt affecting call in it, to each of us; The 
ht Lords voice crieth to the City; the Man of wiſdom 

will hear the rod and him who hath appointed ita He 

that diſregards the voice of Providence, deſpiſes 

be | the voice of the moſt High, and lives w:thout 
e- I GOD in the Mord, b 


ar The nature of the entertainment, which the un- 
in | happy creatures attended on, ſeems to juſtify, my 
of I expreſſing myſelf ſo ſtrongly, reſpecting the ad 
ut gend of it.----I make no ſcruple, with the greateſt 
n confidence to ſay, that Plays and Puppet-Shows, 
7- Fand ſuch like exhibitions, are ſo far from pro- 
re Jmoting religion and virtue; that they are the 
0 nurſeries of Sin; they are altogether inconſiſtent 
a with religion and morality ; with the glory of 
60 bp; and a true concern for the Salvation of our 
7 Ylouls: ſuch diverſions, on the contrary, encreaſe 
the general diſſoluteneſs, and irreligion of the age; 
it they are the ruin of our youth; and add to the 
„ gacavy guilt of this unhappy land. The Engliſh 
Theatre is the School of Satan; it conſiſts princi- 
- Joally, of that filthineſs, and fooliſh talking and 
ing | which, an Apoſtle tells us are by no 
IEF means 


a Micah. 6. 9. b Eph 2. 12. 
3 | Lewd turns, or double entendre, as the original word may import; 
e + & mode of ſpeech, which ſome people are ſimple enough to think 
jngenious and witty, at the ſame time, that it conveys an unclean and 
Ammodeſt idea. Thoſe Plays which are moſt approved of, and Writ- 


ings which are moſt acceptable to the polite Morld (VIZ. Swift 
ferne &c.) are full of theſe indelicate double Meanings. 
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man fall into it, he will find to his coſt; that it is 


L 8 1 


means 1 or convenient, à as it's aim is to 
. 


pleaſe the multitude, ſo it ſuits it's amuſements, 
to the depraved manners of the Times; it has 
a direct tendency to debauch men's minds; 
to leſſen men's awe of the great Gop; to Steel the 
conſcience; and inflame the luſts, and wicked 
e of the heart. And the Puppet-Show per- 
ormances are ſtill more vile: Tis well known 
that they are chiefly made up, of low wit and in- 
decency, obſcene jeſts, profaneneſs and mockery | 
of matters, moſt ſolemn and ſerious. Such, if 
Fame ſays true, was the conduct of this very 
Puppet-Show, of which the Gun-powder made a 
fatal concluſion ; and judge you, from this ac- 
count of things, whether the fearful cataftrophe 
has not much the look, of being permitted by the 
Almighty, as an intended warning to other people. 
O that they were but wiſe, to believe, and duly } : 
conſider it! . 


From what has been ſaid then, it will be evi- 
dent, that the grand cauſe of ſuch diſtreſses, and 
indeed of any Other affliction whatever, is Sn; 
Sin which has marred, and defaced the creation 
of Gon----Sin which brought bitterneſs with it, 
wherever it came----Sin ch is ſo ahominable 
in the fight of the Lord, and has been ſo very 
deſtructive to mankind. O! in how many -aw- 4 
ful ways has Gop ſhewn his difpleafure at fin !: 
In how many awful ways has he inflicted cor- 
rection, and puniſhment for it! ſhould a godly 


« Eph. 5. 4. no 


1 


no light matter to offend GOD. If GoD's own 
| fe (who are the ſubjects of his love, and 
called by his grace) at any time forſake his ways, 
e Fhe will bring them back with tears; He will ch¹ν 
ten their trunſroſſions with u rod, and their inigui- 
ty with ftrapes.: Tho he forgives their Sins, yet 
will he take vengeance on their inventions. And 
Ol by how many awful methods, has Gop in 
tevery age, corrected and puniſhed wicked men 
for Sin Some time after the creation, the whole 
world became ſo impious, that the BIBLE telk 
us, it repented GOD that he made Man, and he 
3 < ſaid, My Spirit ſhall not always ſtreve with Men”, 
b band what followed? Why, the Deluge over- 
whelmed the whole world, and allthehuman-race 
except Noah and his ay by water, 

they weredrowned in the midſt of the deep.----It 
was in vain that they climbed to thetopsofthe Trees 


Py 
0 
* 


i. in vain that they fled to the tops of the Moun- 
2 tains; the water was above the Mountains----t 


»N:# help, no help could be afﬀorded----It was in vain 

that they uttered ſhrieks and cries to Heaven 
for Mercy; the Door was ſhut; the Gop that 
made them would then have no mercy on them. 


1 And ſo too, when Sodom and Gomorrha 
2 dared to provoke GoD; What was the end of 
and 


a Ps. 89. 32, b N 3. 6. 


for ſhelter, the water was above the Trees It was 


7 was in vain that they cried to one another for 


Was not this a dreadful judgment of God for ſm? 


$ their WIC edneſs? Why, Sodom and Gomorrha, 7 
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and all the Cities concerned in their guilt, were c 
burnt up. The Lord rained fire from Heaven up- 
on them; and the ſmoke of the Country went up as the N in 
Jmoke of a furnace; * Gop deſtroyed them with 
one undiſtinguiſhed ruin; and only Lot and his Nj, 
two daughters were ſaved. Before the Deſtruc- ui 
tion came, the inhabitants were warned, but they 
believed not; they vexed the righteous. foul of Lot, a“ 
b and mocked at his reproofs, as at the dreams % 
of a mad man; but when it was come, it was too fcc 
late to prevent it----too late to eſcape from it fit 
Ah! the anguiſh and diſtraction ! the heart-rend- Idi 
ing cries, and diſmal groans of the wretched 
vidans. while the fire ſurrounded them on all 
lides, and it was impoſſible to flee from it! What H 
would they in that hour methinks have given e 
for their lives! How acceptable then would a |. 
lace of ſafety have been! But in vain they wiſth- I, 
d; in vain they would have hoped; the con- I. 
lagration was general, and their Death in- 
vitable !---- bl 


- 


Read alſo, the judgments of Gor upon Egypt 5. 
or their Sins; Pharaoh and the Egyptians har- 
lened their hearts againſt Gop ; diſobeyed his 
-ommands; refuſed to let Iſrael go; and a 
'ariety of plagues immediately followed: GOD 
ent darkneſs and made it dark over all the land- 

He turned their waters into blood and flew their 
Nifh----Ther land brought forth frogs in abundance 
ID en 


a Gen, 19. 24. 28, b 2 Pet. 2. 8. 


0 
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ein the chambers of their Kings---He ſhake, and 
* there came divers ſorts o, eg, and lice in all their 
coaſts--- He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire 

in their land---He ſmote their vines alſo, and figtrees 

and all the trees of their coaſts. He ſhake, and the 
locuſts came, and caterpillars, and that without 
number, and did eat up all the herbs in their land, 
and devoured the fruit of the ground:---He fmote 
alſo all the firſt born, and in one night flew all the 
chief of their firength; à and laſtly, he drown- 
ed Pharaoh and his Hoſt in the Red-Sea---This 
it is to Sin againſt Gop. Evil always befel ſuch 
diſobedient perſons. F wich 


, 
* 


TOS 0 
The Canaanites and Amorites and other 
Idolatrous Nations, with whom Iſrael con- 
ended, after their journey thro' the wilder- 
eſs; when their Iniquity was full, and ripe: 
or puniſhment; received that puniſhment 
hich they deſerved: It was the command-of 
op to the Iſraelites,“ of the Cities of theſe peo- 
ble thou ſhalt ſave nothing alive that breatheth ; but 
hou ſhalt utterly deſtroy them, that they teach you: 
bot to do after all their abominations, which they 
ave done unto their gods.” Þ And the Children 
f Iſrael themſelves, notwithſtanding all the af- 
ection Gop expreſsed for them, for Abraham 
eir father's ſake, yet reaped the bitter fruit of 
heir Sin, whenever they dared to rebel: Often 
id they turn aſide, and as often were they chaſ- 
ſed; till at length, Divine vengeance * 
ouſed by repeated provocations, their City an 
ie temple 
2 Ps, 105. 28 — 36. b Deut. 20. 16. 18, 


* 


temple were burnt by Nebuchadnezzar, and 
oy were carried into a Seventy years captivity; $ 

ſtill more aggravated mi ſery did they at laſt) 
feel: Having to their other crying Sins, added} 
that of hatred and rejection of the goſpel---Hav-$ 
ing with wicked hands cructfied and flain the Lord 
Jeſus Chrijt; a exact ly as our Bleſſed Lord foretold, i 
their houfe was lefb unto. them deſolute, b their 
enemies the Romans came upon their City, and ca 
a trench about it, compaſſed it round about, beſet it 
on every ſide, and laid it even with the groumd 
There fell in the fiege, about eleven hundred tou. 
and ſouls ;--«the reſt were diſperſed thro all nati- 
ons; having never been able to unite together, 
nor incorporate with other nations; but remain 
a diſtinct, tho' a ſcattered people;---a ſtanding 
Monument of the juſtice of Gop, and the fure 
Tulfillment of his threatmngs. 


Were we to trace the Hiſtories of other coun- 
tries, they would furniſh us with abundant! 
' prooks of the ſame fort. Nor is our own Hiſtory] 
deſtitute of fuch examples: At different times, 
Gov has viſited this Hland, with fire and ſword; 
with plague and peſtilence; with foreign trou- 
bles; and with civil broils; and when have ſuch 
calamities happened, without a very apparent 
cauſe, ariſing from the wickedneſs of the peo- 
ple? When God vifited London witha Plague, 
which in a few days carried off, ſo many 5 

Yn lands 


2 AS, 2. 23. b Luke. 13. 35. © Luke. 3 t 
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l ands of the inhabitants; and ſoon afterwards the 


Hreadful fire conſumed moſt of the City; the 
Hand of Providence was very viſible in both; 
And they who have made obſervations, concern- 
ng the temper and behaviour of that time, will 
the ſtrongeſt Manner aſſure us, That Iniqui- 
fat triumphant on the Throne, and ſpread it- 
f thro' every rank of the ſubjef? : Inpiety 
* profaneneſs debauchery and the love of Pleaſure, 


n 


e“ abounded in moſt places; while ſeriousneſs and 


Religion were diſcountenanced, the worſhip of 


. Goh neglected, and the more holy and exem- 
plary a man's life was, the more he was the 


Object of general hatred.” 


Shall I mention to you, alſo, as well as the 
© qe of God upon nations and collective 


Bodies of people, his puniſhments inflicted on 


n- particular 
Wife, who 


7a Gen. 19. 26, 


porn for Sin? ſuch as---of Lot's 
or looking back with defire after her 
poſſeſſions. in Sodom, was turned into a Pillar of 


alt. a. Of the Man under the Law, who for gather- 
ing Sticks on the Sabbath: Day, was by the com- 
mand of God ſtoned to death Þ ---Of Achan who 
for theft 
o, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, whom the Earth 


uniſhment e 


ſuffered the ſame. 


wallowed up alive %--of Abſalom, in whom the 
providence of God, remarkably puniſhed an un- 


dutiful Son, and an inceſtuous adulterer - of 
; the children who mocked the vene rable Prophet 


Eliſha, 


b Numb. 15. 32. e Joſhua 7. 25. 
d Numb. 26. 10. e 2 Sam. X1V &c, r 


L * 


Eliſha, and of whom, tie She- Bears flew forty and 
and tuo 3-.. of Ahab, whoſe 1dolatry and murder 
of Naboth, brought.down. the judgment of Hea- 
ven on him, which hurried him into eternity b- of 
Jiexebel, who for her wickedneſs was devoured by 
dogs <--- of Ananias and Sapphira, who having lied 
to the Holy Ghoſt, for that crime fell down dead 4... 
And of Herod, who was eaten uh of worms. © Each 
of theſe inſtances contains an alarming proof, of 
the Divine diſpleaſure ; and they are left on re- 
cord in the BIBLE, for the nfiratticir of the ages 
to come ; they ſpeak to us, and exhort us to learn, 
wiſdom from them. 


What elſe ſhall we conclude too, concerning 
many. a caſe which falls within our own know- 
ledge, tho' alaſs! but little regarded by a vain 
and inattentive world? When one gets 
drunk, and in conſequence of this ſin, he is 
*killed; being ſtupified and inſenſible, he falls 
down and his neck is broke, or elſe he is drown- 
ed; 1s not this a judgment of God ?---- When 
another goes out to break the ſabbath; en has own 
pleaſure on GOD's holy day, fand in ſo doing comes 
to an untimely-end ; he goes out, but never re- 


for prophaping his day ?--- When a third in the 
WIC 

calls for damnation, on himſelf and his fellow. 
Men; and inſtantly his breath is ſtopped, 175 


2 


a 2 Kings. 2. 23, b 1 Kings. 21. 12, <c 2 Kings. 9. 35, 
d As. 5. 5. e Acts. 12. 23. f Is. 58; 13. 
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turns home again; is not this a judgment of God 


edneſs of his heart, curſes and ſwears, and 
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4 Inis Soul diſlodged, (a Fact not merely fſubpoſe- 
able; but I fear which too gooey takes place, 
in mtdnght-revels, drunken-quarrets, durls &c.) 
may not this alſo be properly called a judg- 
ment - Does it not contain ſuch a warning? 
And when Men join themſelves to bad-com- 
pany, and with bad company proceed to bad 
ourſes, which are finiſhed at the Gallows; 
--or having laid the Reins on the necks of 
heir corruptions, run blindly the round of 
enſual delights; until they. fall at laſt a' ſa- 
riſice, to the gratification of irregular-paſſi: 


ay we not read in the exit of. ſuch ſinners, 
that the end of thoſe things is Death 3 ? yes! De- 
end upon 1t, that whatever the crime be, which 
either immediately or in it's effects, is ſo viſibly 
arked by Affliction or Death; Gqp is not un- 
oncerned therein; and we muſt conſider him, 
1s inflicting puniſhment for fin there; unleſs we 
!- Frould maintain, that He diſregards fin; or that 
e is an indolent ſpectator of human-attions. 


n 

Nor is the late melancholy diſaſter in Cheſter, 
Ihe only one of that kind that has occurred. 
d Buch examples I might ſay with juſtice, are not 
© Tnfrequent ; though thro' the levity of the Heart, 
d Ind the deceitfulneſs of fn; they make but a 
4 eble impre ſſion, and are ſpeedily forgot.---One 
fowever is ſo nearly ſimilar to it, that I hope 
aced not m. axe an apology, for relating it to you. 
5 | B | oY «At 


a Rom. 6. 21. 
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Ons, and periſh by the hand of their vices; + 


EN 


At Barnwell a village near Cambridge, an 
* Annual- Fair is kept: And upon one of theſe 
*Occaſions, in September 1727, a Puppet-Show 
«was ſet up in a Barn; to which ſome genteel 
people, and many of a lower-rank reſorted.--- 
* Adjoining was a [tack of Hay.---A Man fought 
«© admittance to the Show, but could not obtain 
„it. And ( whether in attempting to climb the 
** Hay-Stack with a light in his.hand, or whether 
as has been ſaid thro' malice ) he ſet the Hay 
*on fire; and immediately the Barn was in 
flames. I he people within were alarmed ; and 


*Tuſhing furiouſly to the door, prevented it 


from opening. Endeavours from the outſide 
*to burſt it open, were not effectual, time 
«enough to ſave them :---All was Terror and 

TIN, | Confuſion; 


If however, there needs an apology, to the Reader, for 
inſerting this ſtory in a Sermon, I would obſerve that I ſa great pro- 
priety in introducing it in preaching, and J knew not how to omit 
it in printing the Sermon. —— I have heard of a like Inſtance at 
Carliſle attended with very fatal and melancholy conſequences : 


and a more recent one, in this Year at Amſterdam VIZ. 


* Tueſday May 12 about 8 in the Evening, a Sudden and moſt 
«alarming fire broke out in the Play-Houſe, when the company of 
« Flemiſh-Comedians were performing to a crowded audience, — 
he confufion which this occaſioned, no words can expreſs. —. 
In crowding to eſcape, many limbs were broken, and ſome lives 
e oſt. —— Several perſons of high rank in the boxes, periſhed in the 


flames; more were ſuffocated ; becauſe the rapid progreſs of the 


<© fire rendred it impoſſible to afford them any relief. — It is not 
* knowa how it happened,” Geutleman'] Magazine for May. 1772. 
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1 | cConfuſion ; The roof fell in; And only fix 
e F out of an hundred and thirty eſcaped. The 
„ geſt were ſmothered or burnt to Death.” 

Nhat ſhall we ſay to theſe things ?---The ways 
Pf Gov are wunſearchabke ; and it doth not be- 
i Tome us to pry curioully into the Councils of 
nfinite Wildom.---Rather let us ſtand at a diſ- 
tance ; and in ſilence tremble and adore.---Yet, 
may we not without preſumption aſk, is there 
othing for us to learn from ſuch Diſnenſa- 
ions ?---Have they no intention ?---Soall we 
uffer them to. paſs unnoticed ?---Or ſhall we 
hink lightly of them ?---Shall- we crowd them 
among the ordinary viciſſitades of Life? Or if 
hey move us at all: ſhall we juſt, -- put up a 
igh,---drop a tear, ſay they are dreadful,. - And 
et them paſs into Oblivion ?---Shall we diſmiſßs 
them as foon as we can; and as caſtly forget 
hem, as people in common do ?---O no! If they 
ome not by chance, there mult be an 1mpor- 
ant meaning in them. The Lord jbeaketh once, 
ea twice, by one method and by another, 749" 
Man perceweth it not.a---There are very uſctul 
eſſons held forth, in each of the dealings of Gop. 
W hether:proſperous or adverſe, they are full of 
meaning :---Not one Mercy that we receive; not 
dne Pain that we feel, but preaches molt {tzmf- 
antly to us. And theſe terrible things of GOD, 


Dy ve a voice to themſelves, peculiarly weighty 
ot und forcible. May Gp incline our hearts to 
2. 1. | e liſten 


a Job. 33. 14. 
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liſten to the inſtruction! And from his judg 
ments in the earth, may the inhabitants of the world 
learn righteouſneſs I am now to conſider 
II. What that righteouſneſs is, Which theſe 
and the like affecting diſpenſations teach us. 


Doubtleſs there are duties of humanity, whic 
every ſpectacle of miſery leads to. Every ſpe 
cies of grief, ought to excite. the tear of ſympa 
thy; and the tender feelings of the benevolent 
heart, will take pleaſure, in the molt friendly 
efforts, for the relief of the ſufferer. Reorce wi! 
them that do rejorce, and weep with them that 
zoeep. a 1 But 3 mercy and compalhon are 
not the only emotions, which Providences 1 
c.rcumſtanced, are intended to awaken. — Pity 
and tenderneſs towards our Fellow-Men, tho 
truly laudable, yet are not the only duties, 
which they are intended to enforce. There are 
other very needful inſtructions, reſpefiing our 
ſelves, deducible from them. SEED | 


Nov forbid, that we ſhould truſt in ourſelves 
that we are rightecus, and deſpiſe others ! That 


14 ; e on 

It is greatly to the honour of the Faculty, Ind-the Gentry in 
Cheer; who have fo kindly intereſted, and fo generouſly diſtinguiſh. 
ed themſelves, for the relief of the ſiu viving ſufferers; and for the 
aſſiſtance of thoſe families, that have loſt their principal ſupport, by 
the explcſien, ED | | 
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we ſhould fancy ourſelves more deſerving, be- 
cauſe no ſuch grievous calamity has befallen us! 
This would be a horrid abuſe of Divine Good. 
neſs. This temper would diſcover, a moſt la. 
mentable ignorance of ourſelves; - Of the de- 
pravity of our Nature; and of our numerous 
offences.----No !----By the grace of GOD, we are 
| Bwhat we are.----Let us not be hagh-minded but fear; 
;chland be thankful, that the Lord hath not dealt with 
s aſter our fins, nor rewarded us according to our 
iniguities. a Vet happy is he that learns caution 
rom other Men's misfortunes. There is in the 
Providence I am particularly diſcourſing of, a 
olemn admonition to the inhabitants of Cheſ. 
ter; A . ſolemn admonition to the country 
round it; -A ſolemn admonition to thoſe that 
ere in the confuſion, but whoſe Lives are 
merci fully ſpared ; -A ſolemn admonition to 
young People; -A ſolemn admomtion to Pa- 
ents and Heads of Families, to Maſters and to 
Servants ;---There is a ſolemn admonition in it, 
o all that hear of it. The language of it is, 
Foro long ye ſimple ones will ye love fumplicity ? and 
e /corners delight in their ſcorning? and fools 
veeeate knowledge ? Turn you at this reproof In- 
hatÞ/ine your ear unto wiſdom, and apply your heart 
weltnto underſtanding. Diſcretion all pr eſerve 
hee, and underſtanding ſhall keep thee. © ſo the 
ord righteouſneſs in my text intimates, 
at the advice held forth in theſe diſpenſations, 

j — 10 


a Ps 103. a | b Prov; 1, 43. :c N. . . it. 
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What that inſtruction afforced us is. and, 
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* 


is ſomething good and fit, fomething ſuitabl. 


and /nghly proper for us to learn. It now re 
mains therefore, that I endeavour to point out 


a =: en. Penn ih ae Ln hs 


* the Parſons trade to talk of damnation, but we 
| ' * N * 0 66 Wil 
ar Joh. 1:5. h De t P65 4 

| d Ps, 7. It, f Hom, 2. 5. ; 
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eevill not hear him;“ They may ſit in the ſeat, 
of the fcorner; and be permitted for a while, to 
harden their necks; but wo to him that firiveth 
with Ms maker; a. When the Lord contends with 
them, how will they anſwer him ? Ah Bre- 
thren! It is a fearful thing, to fall into the hands 
of the living GOD.b In the day of his anger, 


who will be able to ſtand ?---- | 


you; do look back, upon your own pat lives ; 


do reflect, upon your numerous offences; do 


* your e nn r beg drunkennels,---- 
* your: prophanation of the Lords-day,----your 
* fins againſt light and knowledge: Let - 
conſcience ſpeak and tell, how great your guilt 
has been; how you have been rebuked from the 
pulpit, and yet you diſobeyed: How. freque my 
it has itſelf, remonſtrated againſt your behaviour, 

| B 4 and 


a Is. 45. 9. b Heb. 10. 31. c Phil. 3. 19. d 1 Tim. 3. 4 
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and ſe you perſiſted in it.---O! may it ſpeak 
loudly and effectually !---What if for all theſe 


things, Gop had brought you into judgment ?--- 


What if in the commillion of any of theſe fins, 


Your tout had been called hence ?---What if the 


Lord had commanded, Put in the fickle, for the 


. harveſt is Tipe ; las wickedneſs is exceeding greal.a 


Cut him down, why cumbreth he - the ground ? b--- 


You would not then, have been here to hear the 


goſpel ;---not now here, to be called upon and 
exhorted ;---not here, to hear of mercy and ſal- 
vation ;---you would have been paſt mercy, for 
ever and ever ;---you would have been curling 
your wretched exiſtence in hopeleſs miſery .--- 
And do not you ſhudder at the view, of your 
dreadful ſituation ?---Well my friends; Gop is 
{till a holy Gop; ſtill jealous of his honour; 
and they who die in ſin, will to their everlaſting 
aſtoniſhment find him, a conſuming fire. Bet- 
ter were 1t, that a mill-ſtone were hanged about 
a man's neck, and that he were drowned in the 
depth of the fea ; thatr to lie under the wrath of 
of an incenſed Go. Death puts an end, to 
the moſt exquiſite of worldly ſorrows. If a 
man is godly in CRS T JEsUs, his troubles in 


this life, are all the troubles, that he will ever 


know ;----and theſe are comparatively ſpeaking, 
but for a moment, But the pains of Hell are 
everlaſting; there their worm ( the gnawin 
worm ot a guilty, and wounded con —_ } 
| vel 


| | 3 #/cc, 8. 13. b Luke. 13. Te * 
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Aieth not; and the fire is not quenched. a The breath 


of the Lord, like a ſtream of brimſtone do 
} kindle it. What is the proper improvement of 


theſe alarming truths ?----Why, fear him, who 15 
able to deftroy both ſoul and body in Hell. b.— Acquaint 
now thyſelf with him, and be at peace. e—Agree with 
thine adverſary quickly, while thou art in the way 
with him. 4---Go and earneſtly beg of Gov, tobe 
reconciled to you ; nor reſt, till. you have ſome 


and fit then; highly proper and expedient that 
we {ſhould learn this inftruction ?---May Gop 
teach us, by his righteous judgments, and by the 
power of his Holy Spirit !---- 


II. Another very neceſſary and uſeſul part 
of inſtruction, in theſe diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence, is concerning the true nature of Sin.---- 
For inſtance, the evil of Sin in general, 1s hereby 
manifeſt.----As we have before obſerved, that it 
is the Root, of all the Bitterneſs in the world; do 
not the miſeries, which we ſee and which we 
feel, abundantly demonſtrate fin, to be exceed- 
ing ſinful. And when public ſpectacles of ter- 
— — — ror, 


þ Mat. 10. 28. 
e Ps. 2, 12. 


c Job. 22. 21. 


2 Mark. 9. 44. 
88 f Ps. 73. 27. 


Mat. 5. 25. 
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ror, are thus exhibited; do they not very ſtrik- 
ingly prove, that the glory of Man is departed, 
his dignity is laid low, and a wo come unto 
him becauſe of his ſin.— If the Lord is righteous 
in all his ways, and holy in all his works.2---1f he 
doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children 
of Men; b then how 21 muſt that be, Which has 
n Gop ſo to do! which has diſhonoured 
is government ; which has violated his holy 
law; and is the fad fource of all our troubles !--- 
May we not read the heinousnefs of the crime, 
in the feyerity of the puniſhment ?---And much 
more ſhould we behold of its deformity ; had we 
the inviſible world unveiled to us, and could 
we learn, from the language of condemned fouls 
there, the weighty fignification, of that tremend- 
cus declaration of fcripture, the wages of fin id, 
Deaths Nor this only but,  _ 


From fuch Providences may be diſcerned," 
the true nature of certain actions, which the! 
 Cenerality are very loath, to allow jinful.----| 
We live in a Day of great declenſion, tuke-) 
warmnek and conformity to this World.— 
Not only is Religion rejected by the open- 
ly prophane ; but its Intereſts are wounded 
and betrayed, by too many of its profeſſed] 
friends. Hence many an indulgence, which 
our Pious-Anceſtors conſcientioufly refrained 
from, is now thought mighty harmleſs and 
innocent. They are not indeed pleaded for, 


2 Ps. I4 „ I7s. b Lam, 3. 23. c Rom, 6. 23. | 


9 


7 as politivety commendable : yet are main. 
ntl tained not to be. abſolutely unlawful: They 
n 8 are tuppoicd rather, to lie m the middle > 


wht to bear a kind Of indifference 3 As H there 
were ſome actions, neither pleaſing nor diſ- 


Ten pleaſing to. God : And AS @& good Man ex- 
real prefies it, by this method of arguing, it 
oly ** has come to paſs, that half thoſe practices 


. fare not thought Sins, by the profeiling 
„world now, which were thought Sins an 
Wund yours age oY ͤ het 3 


uld But ſet the fear of God, for a moment 
before your eyes. -Vicw theſe gratifications 
nd. in the light of another world; and ſee how 
the cheat is detected ---how they are ſtript 
of their falſe colours !---And what an appear- 
g ance they make !---- Would you like to go 
ea from a Card-Table, immediately to the Bed of 
the Death? Would you like to go from a Horſe- 
Face, into Eterntty 2.---Would you like to 
ke. © go from the Play- Houſe, to the Bar of Almaghty: 
1. o or from a Puppet-Shozw, to the Fudg- 
ment Seat of Chriſt? - No you would not.— 
jed And if theſe appear unwelcome exerciles to tie 
in; ſure they are improper to live in; as we knonot 


at what moment we may die. O Brethren!one ſe- 
1d rious heart-affecting thought of Death and 
malt Eternity, will filence a thouſand. of the 


Reaſonings, of the carnal- mind, however 
plauſible; And ( beſides what I have already 
luggeſted, concerning the immorality of our 

| 4 N Public - 
* Witherſpoon's ferious Apology for the Charadteriſtes. 
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Public Entertainments) the uncertainty of Life, 
15 alone a fufficient proof, to a ſerious humble 
foul, that ſuch amuſements are not taught, by 
that Grace that bringeth Salvation; as they can- 
not by any means conſiſt, with waiting all the 
days of our appointed time, 'tull our change comes. ® 


Take the advice of God himfelf then.---- Hear 
what his Holy Word ſays unto you.---- Pas the 
* tzme of your 3 Pilgrimage here in fear. b 
* Be ſober and watch unto prayer; for the end 
* of all things ts at hand © ---Abſtain from flejh- 
* ty buſts which war againſt the Soul, d and make 
* no hroviſion FA the "ry to fulfil the lu there. 
'* of. e Avoid even the appearance, and near « 
** proach to Evil, f becauſe Sin is a {lippery-road ; 
and he that ventures, knows not to what extremes 
tit may carry him. Be not envious againſt evil 
Men, neither deſire to be with them. 8 ---- If ſin- 
ners entice thee, conſent thou not; h He that 
% walketh' uprightly walketh ſurely, but he that 
Leis perverſe in his ways hall fall.“ i That 
Man has no ground, to expect the coun- | 
tenance, the protection and bleſſing of God, 
who is not found in the Lord's way.---- For/ake 
then, the fooliſh and live. k Pray earneſtly for that 
_ by which ye may morttfy the deeds of the 
ody, 1 and make it your chief concern to be 
ready); for in ſuch an hour as ye think not the Son 
of Man cometh. m But this leads me to a 
5 = III. Particular; 
a Job. 14. 14. b 1 Pet. 117. c 1 Pet. 4. 7. de 1 Pet 2. 11. 


Kom. 13. 14. f Theſs. 5. 22. g Prov. 24. 1. h Prov. 1. 10. 
i Prov, 28, 18, k Prov, 9. 6, 1 Rom, 8, 13. m Mat, 24. 44 
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III. Particular; which will more abundantly 
evince, the propriety of theſe exhortations; and 
and is a very uſeful part of inſtruction taught us, 
by ſuch diſpenſations of Providence as We 
are diſcourſing of, I mean, In what an 3 
and unſafe State, are unconverted Sinners Sin- 
ners we all are; we have each of us ſinned againſt 
Gov, and affronted the Majeſty of Heaven and 
Earth: And yet, there is a very important dif. 
tinction to be made, between ſome and other; 
of us : ----Some of us have heen convinced of the 
worth of their Souls; of their danger by Sin; —. 
and are moſt earneſtly and ſolicitouſly, ſeekin 
their ſalvation: — Others are unconvinced of 
their danger, and unconcerned about their ſafety ; 
as appears, by their careleſsly neglecting, the 

roper and only means of ſalvation: — Some 
05 believed thro' grace; are juſtified, and at 
peace with Gop; others are unbelieving and have 
neither part nor lot in this matter: ---- Some are 
turned from the ſervice of ſin, to the ſervice of 
the moſt High; the others {till delight in ſin, 
and are under its dominion. ---- Theſe laſt are 
unconverted and unregenerate ſinners; and ſuch 
(O did they but ſee it!) are in a moſt deplorably 


dangerous tate. 


The people, whoſe Death we now lament, 
and are endeayouring to improve, little thought 
on entring the fatal. Room, that they had ſcarce 
an hour to live. The cauſe of their Death was 
concealed from them. ---- They had no , | 


* 
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of its exiſtence. ---- Nor Brethren, do any of us 
know, that we have an hour to live. ---- At far- 
tet, there is but a ſtep between us and Death. 
We are cruſhed before the moth. Our breath is 
in our noſtrils; juſt ready as it were, to take it's 
fight, to an unknown world. -Conſider the com- 
plex frame of our Bodies, and how ſuddenly Re 
might the wheels of nature ftop ! ---- Conſider Re 
the brittleneſs of our frame, and how -eafil 4 
is it diſordered! -- how ealily might an 1 

ing period, be put to its motion l. Since fin 
entred into the world, the inſtruments of 
Death are on every ſide of us;----The food we eat; 
the air we breathe ; thoſe things Which we find 
neceflary, for the ſupport of our Lives, as long as 
God picaſes; vet are all furniſhed, with the 
means of our diſlolution, whenever he gives per- 
miſſiom ---- Dangers ſtand thick all around us, to 
puſh us into the Grave.---In the midſt of Life, 
we ate in Death.----The wonder would not be 
that any of us ſhould die: The wonder is rather, 
that any of us do live. 


# 


Having obtained help of Gor, we continue 
unto this day; but who, knoweth the hour of 
his Death ?----And if fo, then what a critical 
. What a dangerous ! ---what a deſperate ſituation 
are the wicked 1n !----The true wiſdom teaches 
conſtantly to eye Death, and to be prepared to 
meet GOD; but fee deluded fouls, are airy and 
vain ; fooliſh and inconfiderate ; and while in the 
midſt of danger, they flumber as thoughtleſs, as 
z they were in the molt perfect ſecurity. ---- Alt 
What perverſeneſs in human- nature muſt that be, 

| which 
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vhich leads Men thus, to be their own enemies — 
hich has blinded the eyes of multitudes, that 


hey have not been aware of their danger, till 
hey were ruined beyond recovery! 


The Man is in danger we have ſeen already, 
chile engaged in acts of fin; - - And when may 
add, is he out of danger? Is not his whole life 
u life of fin ?----Is not his heart Enmity agatn/? 
20D? a --- Is he not deſtitute of the love of 

0D? ---- And has a Perſon in ſuch a ſtate, any 
reaſon to hope for the favour of GOD? ---. No! 

e that believeth not, is an object of Gop's diſ- 
pleaſure, and the wrath of GOD abideth on him. b 
In what a dreadful uncertainty then does he live! 

here 1s but a thin veil, between.him and the 

ternal world. He hangs by a very {lender 
hread, over a tremendous Gulph. ---- He hovers 
unthinkingly, over the bottomleſs-pit. ---- And 
as the feeble thread of Life but broke; he 
vould fall by, the weight of his guilt into it, 
ever to riſe again ; ---- eternal darkneſs and de- 


pair would overwelm him; and the {ſmoke of his 


orments aſcend up for ever and ever. © ---- How 
ittle worthy then, of the ſmalleſt degree of envy, 
ould he ; were he now, Lord of the whole 
lobe; could he command the earth, and the 
alneſs thereof !----Would his grandeur be any 
hing elſe than ſplendid miſery ? 


Imminent is the ſinner's danger at all times. 

Alleep, awake, at home, abroad, --- every mo- 
ment 

a Rom. 8. 7. b. John, 3. 36. Cc Rev. 14. 11. 
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ment his ſoul is expoſed to infinite Hazard. 


And what prudent Man would chuſe to run ſuch 
a Riſque ? - Not one. ---- Herein is the ſtupidity 
a id madneſs of ſin manifeſt,---Herein the treach- 
ery and inconſiſtency of the carnal heart ; that the 
very Creatures who profeſs to ſeek hapineſs; and 


who uſe the greateſt diligence and circumſpecti- 


on, for the things that are temporal; do at the ſame 
time diſcover, the moſt amazing and pitiable folly, 
reſpecting thoſe things that are eternal, *---Do, my 
friends, have compaſſion on yourſelves, and pray 
Gop to have compaſſion on you !---- Why 2 ye 
be obſtinate and periſh ?---- Who but a fool, 
would refuſe Life and love Death ?----Void of un- 
derſtanding muſt he be truly, abſolutely dead in 
fin, band inſenſible of his real Intereſt; who can 
prefer this unſafe and unhappy ſtate; to the ſafety 
and happineſs of the people of God; to the plea- 
fure .and ſecurity * the Divine and Spiritual- 
Life.----It is that Life, in all its rich, its glorious, 
and extenſive nature; that I am now to ſet before 
you in the, . 


IV. And laſt place; and intreat you in the 
molt earneſt manner to ſeek it, as the 1n-ft wmpor- 
tant part of that righteouſneſs, which the text in- 
culcates. —— When we ſee dreadful appear- 
ances of Gop's reſentment againſt fin ;---- When 
Death puts on unuſual terrors, and in the twink- 
ling of an eye, removes multitudes into the 
Grave; it is a very juſt and pertinent, (and did 

; Ee il | not 


a 2 Cor. 4-48, -b*Epb. 27; 
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not experience prove the contrary, I would ſay a 
very natural ) ac for us, ſuppoſe death 
thus viſits me; how ſhall I be ready for it? 
Nor is it a ene proper and neceſſary, 
merely as conſidered in the view of death; 
but alſo, in the view of the many changes 
and trials, we are ſubject to in this World: 
When ſorrows of various kinds ſorely oppreſs 
„us, what hope ſhall we have, what to ſuſtain 
our minds in ſuch a dark ſeaſon ? This mo- 
mentous queſtion in both its views, the pro- 
phet anſwers, in the gd. verſe of this chap- 
ter: -Thou will keep him ( ſays he to God) in 
in perfect peace, whole mind is ſtayed on thee; 
because he trufteth im thee; .and in the 12th 
verſe; Lord thou wilt ordain 'peace-for us: for 
thou alſo haſt wrought all our works for us, 
An unruffled compoſure of mind, or an unin- 
terrupted freedom from affliction, the prophet 
did not mean by this peace; for that would 
contradi& fact, and the expectation of it would 
be vain. Many are the affliftions of even the 
rigliteous. x --even they are ſometimes, in heaut- 
neſs tro many tribulations zb but at times also, 
they have a peace and conſolation in their ſouls. 
that pafſeth all underſtanding ;c and their ſtate 
is all ways a ſafe one. The peace between them 
and their God is perfect and unchangeable: 
Nothing can ſeparate them from the love of GO D. d 
and therefore nothing can hurt or deſtroy them, 
tho' it may be ſuffered for a while to moleſt 
them ---- 60D be for'them, who can be againſt 
them ? a---- O! happy the people that are in Ju 4 
2 Ps. 34. 19. b 1 Pet. 1. 6. Fh. 4. 7. d Rom. 8. 35. F 
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coſe ; lnjby ure the people whinſe GOD is the 
e, are the peoble whoſe GOD is thi 
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This is that reſt and ſecurity, that I would' re. 
commend to your earneſt regard. Let me 
then, after ſhewing you the necefſity of it, point 
dutthe way in which Go isreconciled tofinners; 
and you only can enjoy his loye. ---- Let me tell 
you of the infinite love of the Father, who pitied 
ſinners, and formed the plan of their ſalvation. --- 
Let me ſpeak to you of che love; of the allſuffici- 
ent, and everlaſting righteouſneſs; of the infinite- 
ly meritorious ſufferings, andDeath of the Son of 
60 D; who was GOD manafeſt in the fleſh ; b arid 
who purchaſed his church with his own moſt pre- 


cious hood. e Let me ſpeak to you, of the Al- 


mighty and efficacious influences, of the Holy- 


Spirit. of Gop; which are able to enlighten the 


darkeſt mind; to ſoften the Hardeſt heart ; t6 bo 
the moſt obſtinate will; to ſanctify the moſt cor: 


rupt inelinations; to purify you from the mire; 


the droſs of fin and ſenſe; to raiſe your minds 
from earthly to heavenly things; and fix them 


there, where JESUS fulteth at the right-hand of 
OD. d- Shall I ſpeak to you of the pleaſures 


of chmmunion with Gov im the way of Duty ?--- 


ol the light of his. countenance, and the joys of 
his falyation ? ---- How mean and groveling, do 
the tygheſt and moſt refined, the ſweeteſt and 
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ar, to 4 chriſtian, that has fellowſhip” with the 


J bean, 40 ol the delights of this world ap- 


a Ps. 144-15-þ1 Tim. 3. 16. cActs, 20, 28 d Col. 3, 1,e1 John. 1. 3. 


Father, and uh his. Son JESUS. CHRIST ! © ---» f 
Shall Iſpeak toyou of the comfort, that arifes from 


E 2 Sam. 23. 5. 
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the Hope, that the moſt High is our Father and 


our Gov : that he has in CnrisT | made with Us; 
an everlaſting covenant, well ordered in all things 


and.fure ? a How happy to be enabled humbly to 


look to the throne of grace, and in the exerciſe of 
faith to fay my Lord! and my GOD !b----Shall F 
call to your minds alſo, the benefit of thefe truths: 


this ſenſe of things; this experience of Divine 
grace, in a ſeaſon of outward perplexity and 
difficulty? ---- When the burden is tob heavy for 
you to bear, then to caſt it on the Lord; yea 
to caſt all your care on him, 280 he careth for 
you ;, c ==» is not this defireable ! ---- How quiet 
and ſerene ; yea how triumphant too, has it often 


made the bed of Death ! ---- ſmoothed the fright- 


ful viſage of the King of Dread; foftened his ſtert 
countenance ; ---- taken away his ſting ; ---- and 


siven him a friendly aſpect, ſo that the Chriſtian 
has welcomed him, and not retreated from him... 


And let me laſtly, ſet before your eyes, that In- 
heritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and which fads 
eth not away, reſerved in Heaven for the people of 
GOD; and which GOD has promifed by his power; 
to-keep them thro' faith unto. d O! the blefſedneſs 
of that man, whoſe tranſgreſston is forgiven, whoſe 
in is covered, unto whom the Lord imputet not 
wguity,: and whoſe heart is right with Gop ! ---- 
"Here Chriſtiqns! is your triumph.----Hero Sin- 
ers! is your only refuge.----All thefe great and 
exalted bleflings the Goſpel ſets before yau----- 
All theſe it calls upon you, to ſeek and preſs after; 
ind aſſures you, that every one who in earneſt 


"4s Lr 
b John, 20% 28. e 1 Fat. 3.7 
a. &-% e Ps. 32. 1. 2. 
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feehethy moſt certainly findeth. O may the Lord 


- - 
23 7 
* 
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make you in real earneſt about them; b ſhewing 


Wade "the need chat you have of them!. 
Would you, be blefied, Brethren, here and here- 


1 
-v 


after; in time and to all eternity? Hear then the 


voice .of the Son f Gop, and live.----Embrace 


the glad: news of mercy. and falvation-.---Go and 


beg 85 to: con vince you of ſin, and make you 
humble faith to believe on the Lord Irsbs 
CHRisT; a new-heart, and a right ſpirit to be 


put within you :----They are efſential parts of 


your ſalvation ; and they are all the gift' of GOD, 
thro' the power of his Holy-Spirit. O may you 


| / 


thus tlee, from the bitterneſs of ſin in this world; 
and from the wrath, to come in the future world! 


O may you do it immediately, while Mercy 


peaks unto you !----As a farther motive to excite 
you to this, let me conclude with directing your 


thoughts, to the ſolemnity and to the conſternati- 
on, of that terrible day-of the Lord, when the Lord 
{Jesvs himſelf thalFdeicend, in flaming fire, to be 


Me low 


admired by all them that believe; and to take venge. 
ance, on them that know him not, and obey not his 
Gofpel. ----How dolefulin that day, to be num- 
bered with the tranſgreſfors !----And on the other 
hand, how tranſporting then to lift up our heads, 
and ſee that our redemption is accompliſhed ; tc 
be ackrowledged by CHRIST as i: Ai own ; and 
to be; with G09 for ever!---Whoſo ts wiſe, and 
will obſerve theſe things; even they ſhall ungerſta 7 
ng-kendnejs of the Lord. 
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